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Authority and Abuse (Cont’d)

“…Honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work
hard…and give you spiritual guidance. Show them great respect and
wholehearted love because of their work. And live peacefully with each
other.” 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 (NLT)

BEING HEALED OF AUTHORITY _____________

 ________ your story to someone mature.

 Take ________ to heal.

 ____________ God to redeem your past.

When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became
angry and…ridiculed the Jews…“Can they bring the stones back to
life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?” …So we rebuilt
the wall…for the people worked with all their heart.”
Nehemiah 4:1-2, 6 (NIV)

FATHER GOD, Thank you for the place I have in Christ and in the
church. I want to fulfill your call to serve and lead in love. Forgive me
when I overstep or fall short of my place. May I be perfectly positioned in
and healed by your authority in the church. In Christ’s Name, AMEN

RESOURCESFOR THIS WEEK’S SMALLGROUPS

Icebreaker: Share a time when you wandered off somehow and
Godused a leader to bring you back intosafety.

ScriptureFocus: Let each membershare a verse from this teaching--
one that spoke tothem personally. What does it mean tothem?

DiscussionFocus: Howcan we be better followers and leaders in the
Body ofChrist?

PrayerFocus: Pray for those with authority wounds to behealed.

REMEMBERtogive an offering for the needy in your group this
week, for God has promised usarichreward (Det. 15:11, Psalm41:1)


